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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


SOME'ACCOUNT OF THE WITCHES OF 
PITTENWEEM, IN THE COUNTY OF 
FIFE, ABOUT THE BEGINNING OF 
LAST CENTURY. 

Hard luck, alake ! when poverty and eild 

Weeds out 0° fashion, anda lanely Lield, 

Wi a sma’ cast 0’ wiles, shouid in a 
twitch 

Gie ane the hatefu’ namce—d seronkled 
eitch.. GENTLE SIEVHERD. 
re wishes, and probably still more, 

the terrors of man, in that rude state 

of society in which science hes not yet 
begun to trace effects towards Uieir 

‘euses in the established laws of nee 

ture, scem every where to have laid 

the doundation of a multiplicity at’ po- 
pular creeds, of which the object is to 
connect man with mysterious begs 
of greater power and intelligence then 
himself The character which the nna- 
eunation wave to this intercourse, Wes 
the consequence, in some degree, of 
accidental occurrences, but still amore, 
perhaps, of local circumstances, ard of 
the social condition of the people. ‘The 
vicissitudes of human life, anc of hu- 
min affairs, however, do not perniit the 

Most prosperous people to ibe pure 

benevolence to these superior beings ; 

and so much greater is the sensibility 

of men to painful and disastrous 6- 

vents, and the dread of their recur- 

rence, than to such instances of geo 
fortune as either Nappen very rarely, 
or are neutralized by their frequency, 
that in the superstitions ef every We 
and country, perhaps, the nurnber, 
and power, and activity, of capricivws 
spirits, or of such as are decidedly hos- 
tile to human happiness, will be found 
to predominate, or to huve exerted, at 

Jeast an equal influence in the com- 

mon affairs of life with the beneficent. 

2 ‘This propensity to reduce the invi- 

sible beings whose power and know- 

Jedec were recognised in almost every 


zreat event, to the level of men in 

other respects, naturally led to a be- 
lief in their occasional tnanifestation, 
both in their own proper form, and 
n the assumed garb of humanity. 
It was, however, in every respect de- 
sirable that the more immediate In- 
tercourse between the worlds of matter 
and of spirit sould be carried on by @ 
chosen few of the human race, fo whom 
their fellow mortals might apply, 
as to the delegates of invisible powery 
onevery great emergency-—Ssuch seems 
to have been the origin of oracles and 
priests, aud all the other derusions of 
paganisin, both in anciene and inodern 
times. 

The light of Christianity, and the 
progress of knowledge, which have 
done so much to rectify the judgment, 
as well as to purify the heart, hy dis- 
playing the wisdorn and goodness of 
the Supreme Being, have not yet alto- 
wether dispelled the illusions which 
had possessed the imagination during 
the infancy and helplessness of ration- 
al being. On the contrary, some pas- 
sases in the Holy Scriptures them- 
selves, though evidently applicable on- 
ly to the peculiar circumstinces of the 
theocratical government of the Jews, 
or to the first promulgauon of the 
cospel, have been not only taken mn 
fheir most literal sense, but heli to 
preve the continued succession, through 
every age of the world, of a class of 
human beings endowed with the 
power of injringing the established 
luws of nature, and actually im’ the 
practice of exercising this power for 
the most insiznificant purposes. 

In the records of ignorance and cre- 
dulity, there 1s Hot perhaps & more 
melancholy proof of the aberration 
of the human yaind than that which 
is exhibited by the very general be- 
lief in witcheraft, which, in this coug- 
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try, continued to prevail down to the 
close of the seventeenth century >and 
which, even at the present moment, is 
far troin being completely eradicated. 


The sex, age, and condition of the ine. 


dividuals commonly .accused of this, 
crime,—the utter improbability of the 
accusation itself, and of the overt acts 
by which it was attempted to prove it, 
he horrid means by which cou- 
fessions were  extorted,—and — the 
cruci doom which awaited conviction 
—do not appear to have ever raised 
any doubts of the reality of their euilt, 
and very rarely to have excited in the 
minds of their judees those techings 
of commmiseration, which nothing but 
the grossust superstition has ever been 
able wtogether to repress with the 
sufferings of the greatest criminal. 
But we do not mean at present to 
enter upon the very extensive field to 
wlneh these general views would con- 
duct us. Tt may suffice, on this ocen- 


a 


sion, merely to notice the law and 
practice of Scotland in regard to the 
alleged erime of witcheraft and then 
toanark the dawn of dnaprovement in 
public opinion at the commencement 
of the cigittecnth century, dispiycd 


inthe vase of the witehes of Pitten- 
ween in Piteshire. For our acquaint- 
ance with these personages we are 
chiefly indebted to some curious ori- 
ginal documents, and to severs] very 
rare tracts, printed at the tine when 
the events they deseribe liad very re- 
cently occurred, : 
Itisastiuerular civeumstunee in the 
history of this delusion in Scotland, 
thar the ondy statute avainst witch- 


et 


eraft passed so late as in 1363, ® a pe- 
a SS end eee cengresm rete, We 


* As this manarkable sintmte, wines 
brought so nisny danocent beings Go an wie 
timely end, ds pet very dong, we shall here 
make room foro. The reader camnet thi] 
to perceive, O. comparing this simple and 
concise chact.aent with the elaberate and 
yohuninous acts of the present ace. how 


mueh the technical part of che science oi 


legislation has been improved in the imter- 
mediite period : 

CQuUREN Manil.— Wath Parliament, 

TM of June Lous. 

2073. Angnus Witeh-craftes. . 

ts TEM, Far-sa-mdkle as the Queenis 

Majestic, and the three Estaites ” this 

present Parhmument, being tories that 

the heavie and abhominable | superstinen 

used be diverse of the heges of this aoe 

he using of witch-craftes, sorcerie, and nes 
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riod when the superstition of: the dark 
ages. was shaken to its foundation by 
the spirit of inquiry which, in a few 
years, led to the complete establish- 
ment of the Refurmation. It deserves 
also to be.remarked, that the trials for 
this crime seem to have been most 
hnuinerous about a lundred years at- 
terwards, * though, during this inter- 
Rie ee tA es 


cromancie, and credence given thereto Il 
times by-pane, against the law ot God : 
And for avoyding and away-putting of all 
sik vaine superstition in times to cin: It 
is statute and ordained he the Queens Ma- 
jesde, and the three staites foresaidis, 
that na ananer ef person nor persones, ot 
quhat-sum-ever estaite, degree, or condi 
tion they be of, teke upon hand in onde 
Unies hereafter, to use onte maner of 
selietcrdfles, sorceric, ov necromancie, ROT 
eive theniselves furth to have onie sik eralt 
OF knuwledge theirof, their-throw abasand 
the people : Nor that na person scik yee 
help, response, or consultation at one Six 
ustTs oF abusers foresailis of witele-cra fics, 
soreerivs, OF nevronuiuicd, wider the pane 
of death, alswell to be vexeente seninst the 
user, “bnger, as the seiner of the response 
erceasuitddon, And this to bee puc ta 
execution be the Justice, Schnefiis, Straw. 
ards, Bindlies. Lordes of Kegalities and 
Rovalties., their deputes, tad thers ordi. 
nav jaiges competent within this reahne, 
widh all wieour, having power to execute 
the samen.” 

It has been doubted whether the framers 
Of this aet cheraselves believed in wireh- 
craft, and whether by denouncing the 
signe heavy penadiy acaiust the dupe and 
te imposter, they ever expected it w be 
exceuted at all. "The judges and juries, 
however, never sec to have had coy 
doubts about the niatier. 

“Tn othe year W661. the miuunber ay 
COMMISSIONS Qpon record for tryiny persons 
suspected of setavieraft are very considern- 
ble: they are, 

Hid, Isobel Jobnetoun in Calla. — 
Margaret Nisbet in Spots. 

‘les, QeKatherine Blak. iisabeth 
Biaek, Isobel) Crocker. in Suing. 

Send. GooMargarct Mofhe 
ilo, George Watson, Janies Johnston, 
Kisprth Vester, Margaret Nisbet. al) ine 
dwellers in dhe parochin of Spoti.— Jean 
Humer, Joan Gigtood, Jaan Knox. Mars 
garet Howle, Bessie Turnbull, Katherine 
Johnston, John Harbour, al] residenteris 
within the paroedyin or ¢ Uston OW aL 
Hog, Maron Grinkaw. Jean 
Nispeth Mealiburron, ptrish of 
—Miraret Baru, 
Quecnsierry, 

Sep. Lv—Jonet Wartsoun, Bessie Mag. 
fiat, Kathrine Hater, in Didtieith, Js. 


Ma SPATE 


ThES? 
Howson. 
| Nescoun, 
Isobel Bathgate, iy 


val, thé nation had ‘not only acquired, 
a thorough conviction of the value of 
civil and religious liberty, ‘but shed 
its blood in the most arduous strugeles 
to obtain and secure both, under cir- 
cumstances of peculiar difficulty and 
discouragement. If the legal murders 
which the records of our criminal 
courts prove to have been cominitted 
during this period, had occurred in 
that comparatively remote age which 
Shakespeare has penetrated with the 
light ,of his genius in his tragedy of 
Macbeth, owever much we right 
lanent the infatuation of our forefa- 
thers, we should find it less dith- 
cult to account for their proceedings. 
But Sir George Mackenzie, in his 
© Taws and Customes of scotland, in 
matters ernnimd,” so late as 167s, 
never insinuatesa doubt of the reality 
of witheratt, thougn he was led te ¢x- 
press his strong disapprobation of tue 
forms of trial then in use in e number 
of instances. On the contrary, in- 


net Scott, George Lumsdenll, at Innerlei- 
then,—fsobell Monro, Mary Burges, va- 
sabonds hawating in Strathspey and Stur- 
sayslend. 

Nov. 7.——Darbra Wood, Heicn Beisies, 
mW Yeamnouth—lupham Adair, ilclen 
Breckenrig, in Crichton.—Alargaret: Wal- 
ker, (spouse to Willan Curry.) Janet Cur. 
ry, her dockeer, ta Pendand.—sovel y- 
We, In Prortune-Aguess Wiliamsoa, m 
Haddington, 
ret Tiddel 
Rey, in Newburgh.—[EIspet 
dn Queensicrry. 

Doo Vj—_Helen Cothall, telen Gu. 
thery, Nispeth Guthery, ia Porfar.—_dsn- 
bell Smith, in Achol. 

Wao tad all coniessed theniselves cudty 
of the tS abominable ervime of witcherait, 
In enterubs inty paction wid che’devil, re- 
nuncnyg their baptonie,”? 
KC. 

tn GGL, the number is sai more con 
siderable, Deut ihe copiuisstuns seem to 
liave been granted under certain qualilica- 
tions; fur instance, Jaw. 12, ibbL. Com. 
DuSsION IS granted to Arcnibald 
Douglas, Sheri#iprincipsl of Roxburgh, 
and others, ‘+ to uy and judge Bessie 
Vhonson, Malic Johnsian, Agnes Guaric, 
and Malice ‘Tumbeall, who have contest 
themselves to be guily of witcheraft, 
with Chese qualities, “Phac af they shall be 
found guiltig vpon voluntar contessions, 
by renuncing of baptisme, pacdon with che 
divell, or committtuns of inebtices, wheuiet 
any sort of torture or other indirect maies 
used, and thant the tyme of thair conies- 
siuns and pactioning with dhe Wyvell, they 


1, Warhrine 
i 
a 


1 Grinlaw, 


and oiherways, 


Sur 
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decd, this eminent lawyer’ stoutly 
defends the popular ‘Velict’ against 
the more liberal views of “ many 
lawyers in Holland and elsewhere.” 
The same belief’ prevailed in) Eny- 
land posterior to the middle of the 
seventeenth century. At the assizes 
held at Bury St Edmond’s for the 
county of Suffolk, on ihe Loth Murch 
166-4, before Sir Matthew Hale, 2ose 
Callender and Amy Duny, widows, 
were found guilty of witcheratt, “up- 
on av liom evidence,” and hanged a 
tie days after. * In the absurdity of 
the accusation, the insufficiency of the 
evidenee, and the iniquity of the ver- 
dict,—the unhappy women asserting 
their innoeence mn their last moments, 
_-ihis remarkable trial is in no degree 
exceeded by auy similar one in Scote 
land, 

It was not til 1735, by the 9th 
Ceo. I. ce. 5, that prosecittions for 
witcheraft, and for aaputne witch- 
crait to others, were prohibited ; and 
it does not appear that the wisdom of 
the legisliure in this repeal bad been 
aiticipated by the progress of know- 
the crest body af the 
an extent as hes been 

Soto ws L7e2, a 

lit to the steke In 
Seotland tor the crinie of witcheralt, 
wieder the wmithoriry of the shorut-de- 
pute of the county ot Sutheriand. + 
in 17-43, a bedy of dissenters, who 


leds arAneng 
people, fo sue] 
sometines alleged. 


a 
person wis breng 


t 
1 
H 


have ginee become Humerous ad rc- 
spectable, published an act or Uren 
nreshviery, joo which, mou Ure ite 
conn sins enumerated as 

of God's wrath against 3 

hes dound the repent of 7 

UU LIS WIlenes, ee COURT #0 
the Express Taw Ob Ged 5 ees 
same doctrine 38 sci cect — 
their puipits. aya firiniv belrevel ¥ 
the tar wreaicr nuniber of then ad 
hevents. We happen te RNOW, ae 
deed, that a belict iN) i. 
voraft prevails even ap GS Cay © 


Wil cl iv 
ee 


tuies 


nn 
—_———— ee 


D oyauydermetlt, HO- 
-* eT «aeet ate vaethiee ly 
wer OF compplesf te. Sout: JEM, 

wae listuevt cl 
Wevyes GESLEEE Ee : ae _ ia 
: and rut tie fprmer Contes 
ghee 2 


yen padieially that then, 


gliie COMMMISS.o rCre 


“as any carncse de- 
or oath Gas any eeccse ae 


sire tu dy, 
sions nade by u 
osdoinm prose cises. bee 
a ae or death tases ee 

2 Byrn ap fyis Mes, NC ap Les wt es - 
sop then aicendiny the Cluurt, pried ut 


1716. ee ea 
+ Agnot’s Criminal Ti jude, po dle. 
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mong the lower orders in Scotland 
generally, whatever may be their reli- 
gious persuasion. 

In many of our parishes, tradition- 
ary tales of witches, and specific in- 
stances of their preternatural power, 
are still current, only a few of which 
have passed through the press. Of 
the works on this curious subject, 
*Satan’s Invisible World discovered,” 
by “ Master George Sinclar, late Pro- 
fessor of Philosophic at the Colledge 
of Glasgow,” seems to have been re- 
ceived with peculiar favour, the Fords 

f Council having, by an order, dated 
at dinbureh, 26th Febraary 108s, 
prohibited and discharged all Persons 
“from printing, reprinting, or im- 
porting into this kKingdome, any ecnic 
or copies of the said book, dureing the 
space of eleven yearis after the date 
heirot, without license of the author, 
or his order.” The last edition of it 
which we have seen was printed in 
ISt43; and the editor, without the 
slightest intimation ef any doubts as 
to the truth of the marvellous narra- 
tives it contains, has enriched his work 
with ** some additional relations which 
have heppened in the shire of Ren- 
frew, towns of Pittenweem, Calder, 
and other places.” Vhe Renfrewshire 
witches, indeed, have been thought to 
merit the honour of a separate ‘* His- 
tory, which was published in [soo 
by “ the Editor of the Paisley Repo- 
sitory.” Weare sorry that we eannot 
do as much justice to the old ladies of 
Pittenweem, who, notwithstandias 
the very laudable exertions of their mu- 
nister and inacistraces, had the sieu- 
Jar good fortune to escape the thuaes, 
through the obstinacy of the Privy 
Council, who cowd not be prevaited 
on to bring them to trial What 
emud be done, however, by these ac- 
tive encinies of the Mvil One was not 
spared. ‘Phe witches were imprison- 
edoand tortured, and confessed in the 
usual iuimner. One of them was 
strved ta prison, and the rabisle ens 
joved © three hours’ sport in ynar- 
dering another, by dhe peraisescee 
mower Of the lesd guardians of ther 


) 
+ 
t 


dives aut properties om earch, and of 


their santly wuide to hicaven. * 

2 The better educated classes of Scadland 
seein by this Gme to have become rather 
sceptical abeut the existence or witclies. 
In the records of the burgh of Pittcnweern, 
we find a ninute of a meeting, dated Ist 
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About the month of March 1704, 
there lived in the town of Pittenweem 
a noted witch, Beatrix Layng by 
name, who came to one Patrick Mor- 
toun, a blacksmith, with an order for 
some hails, which this person, being 
otherwise employed at the time, re- 
iused to exeeute. ‘The witch went 
Peete ea eee eee 


June L704, at which * the minister and 
sume of the elders were present,” where 
a hailie and another member of the 
town council were ¢* elected and nominat 
to woe from this burgh to Edinburgh to 
morrow, and deal with Sir ‘Phomas Mon- 
criet of that ilk, as justiciar within the re- 
gality of St Andrews, to grant conusstone 
to some gentlemen and burgesses this 
part of the country, for sitting as justices 
in this burgh, for takeing trial ot these 
persones incareerat in the tolbooth, as sus- 
pect guilty of witeherafi 3 and if Sir i homs 
refuse to make applicatione tu the council, 
tu take such other methods as they shall 
think fitting for that effect.” Et was also 
resolved at the swe time to apply ** for 
advice to the presbyteric.”’ Sir Thomas, it 
would appear, had not given these a 
eendemen much encouragement; for, en 
the 12th July thereafter, there 15 another 
noniinating two new 
commissioners ** to censult and advyse 
with the members of the commlsston 
of the General Assembly of the Kirk now 
their con- 


. ee 1. 
entry in the recoras, 


sittin at Edinburgh, and crave ies 
currence 3 and also to take the advyse ane 
concurrence of her Miajestie’s Advocate, and 
oF S* Robt. Forbes, one of the clerks on her 
Majestie’s Privy Conneil, and principe ee 
gent for the royal burrows, whit ee 
and course may be taken in addressing the 
Privy Councill, for getting these persone? 
pat to cial and condign punishment, yn 
ail convenient: diligence.” Om the LUC 
July. dhese last commissioners repere thas 
the’ Privy Council duel ordained the sus- 
pected witches to be transported to Edin- 
bureh and judges! titere. requirmy at the 
sane thug information of the names amd 
confessions of the aceuscd, and the wiines- 
ees’ narnes who were to be cited. Peis pos- 
sible chough, that a trial on the spot be- 
fore some == gentlemen and burgesses 16 
this part of the couniry,” would have bei 
inare aceeputble us these enlizhtencd guar- 
Giang of ihe burgh, as they had at first 
wished ; for. cither fur want of evidence, oF 
OW some ather recount, the witenes were 
not ursngperted ty Relinburgh, nor ever 
broveht to crinl. On the Teh Aucust, all 
of them, five in number, were liberated on 
bail, apparcnily in CONSEGUCNLE ef the in. 
terferenee of the “ farle of Bellearres and 
Lord Anstrucher,’”? commissioners of the 
Privy Council, with whom the bail bends 
were lodged. 
‘L 


1817. 
avey muttering threats of course 
= eon after was detected by the 
ms ith in the use of a charm, of 
which even the literal description is 
not without its difficulties. “ Patrick 
Mortoun, with another person in com- 
pany, trying some fish by the said 
poe ne 8 door, they saw a 
ee water placed at the door, 
ais urning: coal in it, upon which 
as presently stricken with an im 
prewicn area it was a charm designed 
ae im; and upon this, a little 
at ene This is the 
onan of the party who had taken 
“8 ave @ concern against the witches, 
Tighe piven from a pamphlet pub- 
are an their defence, after their 
Re cy 
he v ivy Council. Con- 
hens however, as this charm ee 
miner to the magistrates and 
eae 7 Pittenweem, as well as 
ie acksmith himself, of the 
Wok “9 of Layng, other proofs 
Bata eee ees The physicians 
pasate en erstand Mortoun’s dis- 
ay bee ae ength he was seized with 
ahs an ue time delated (accused) 
see! ee a number of other per- 
Re S tormentors, who were 
aes thrown into prison, and 
totecnne to the usual preparatory 
stare a pricking or brodding, to 
Baer? em from sleeping, and to 
on om them a confession of cuilt. 
atin tae upon:his (Morton’s) ac- 
aie Hie enarly the ininister and 
any a nprisoned these poor women, 
apa ie guard of drunken fellows 
Sa who, by pinching and 
fy & sone of them With pins and 
ie Heed *,) kept them from sleep 
he ce Me and nights together ; 
Serae whereof were seen by se- 
ee month thereafter. This cruel 
is iB Nee some of them learn to be 
eat oe as acknowledge every question 
fake p asked them ; whereby the 
es © minister and baillies well 
ar ue and themselves better treat- 
a aA Eng, On this subject of witch- 
ainake Hoy er appeared more extraor- 
a if the confessions of the 
eas emselves. But this won- 
lust cease, when we know the 


A Just R 00 
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~ Witches of Pittenweem. 


203 


means by which they were extorted. 
<‘ Thrusting of pins into the flesh, 
and keeping the accused from sleep, 
were the ordinary treatment of a2 
witch. But if the prisoner was en- 
dued with uncommon fortitude, other 
methods were used to extort confes- 
sion. The boots, the capsie-claws, 
angl the pilniewinks, engines for tor- 
turing the legs, the arms, and the 
fingers, were applied to either sex ; 
and that with such violence, that 
sometimes the blood would have 
spouted from the limbs. Loading 
with heavy irons, and whipping with 
cords, till the skin and flesh were torn 
from the bones, have also been the 
adopted methods of torment.” * 

Of the treatment which the wretch- 
ed Layng experienced, in consequence 
of the ridiculous charge we have men- 
tioned, we have some account in a 
petition which she presented to the 
Privy Council about a year afterwards, 
praying for protection against: the 
rabble, who had murdered another 
woman a few months before, and 
which detestable outrage does not 
seem to have had its proper effect u 
on the darkened intellects of the 
rulers of that ancient burgh. t 
ee aan 

® Arnot’s Criminal Triais, p- 413. 

+ °° Act and Protection to Bettie Laing. 
“ Ait the Palace of Holyrudchouse, 
‘© May 1, 1705. 

‘¢ Anent the supplication given in and 
presented to his Grace her Mat High 
Conimissioner, and the Lords ot her Mati 
Privy Council, by Bettie Laing, spous to 
William Brown, tayleor, and late theasurer 
of the town of Pittenweem ; humbly shew- 
ing, that the petitioner having met with 
most cruell and unchristian treatment 1D 
the town of Pittenweem, upon no other 
ground then bare affection of ane Peter 
Mortoun, a young man 1 the said town, 
who being under 4 natural disease w° had 
some strange effects upon his body, pre- 
tended that the petitioner, and other per- 
sons he named, wer witches, and torment- 
ed him: Upon this very insufficient ground 
the petitioner was thrown into the tolbooth 
of Pittenweem, by the miunister and ma- 

serene thereof; and because she would 
gistrates he w fitch, and i 
not confess that she was @ witch, and in 
compact with the divell, Lite age by 
keeping her awake without 3 sep or fyve 
days and nights together, an y continual 
srecking her with instruments in the 
F ouldlers, back, and thighs, that the 


out in great abundance, 


1 gushed 
age Ms te lyfe was @ burden to her; 
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Janet» hat, or ‘Cornfoot, who 
was afterwards murdered by ‘the rab- 


and they urging her continuallie to 
confess, the petitioner expressed severall 
things, as they directed her, to be ride 
of the present torture; and because she af- 
terwards avowed and publictly told, that 
what she had said to them of her having 
seen the divell, &c. was lyes and untruths, 
pay put her in the stocks for several dayes, 
and then carried her to the thief’s holl, 
and from that they transported her to a 
dark dungeon, wheré she was allowed no 
miner of licht, nor human conyerse, and 
in this condition she laye for fyve moneths 
together ; and at last haveing found means 
to get out of the said dungeon, she wan- 
dered about in strange places in the extre- 
mty of hunger and cold, tho’ she thanked 
God she had a competency at home, but 
dared not come near her own house, be- 
cause of the fury and rage of the people: 
And the petitioner being willing to under- 
go0e any legall tryall upon the said cryme 
whereof she was accused, and for denying 
of which she had been so inhumanly 
treated: She confidently presumed his 
Grace and their Lops. would grant 
her the common benefit of protection 
to her person till she wer legally con- 
vict of crymes rendering her indeserv- 
ing of it: And this she was necessitat 
to demand of your Lops. for that she hav- 
ing lately returned to her own house at 
P aati expecting to have lived safely 
rn quietly with her husband, the rabble 
: cre sO menaced and threatened to treat 
oy a they had done Janet Cornfoot a little 
clore, &c. &c. His Grace her Mat 
High Commissioner, &c. &c. declares the 
Pent a to be under the protection of the 
Overnment ; and therefore his Grace and 
the said Lords appoints and ordains the 
magistrates of Pittenweem to maintain and 
defend the petitioner against any tunults 
ont mobbs, insult, and violence that may 
all upon. or be attempted against her, as 
pit will be answerable,” &c. &c. &c. 
ie Magistrates, however, were more 
mite of their own individual interest than 
ee: of ‘heir burgh, or the lives of 
pris ie vis citizens, and seem to have held 
pee *syman in higher veneration than 
ommissioners of the Privy Council. 


In the burgh records there is fhe following 
minute on this occasion : 


s¢ 4. 
af eee ge Committie of the Privie 
ounsell, ther tryal of the pr 
he Wubi if process anent 
°° Undecimo Maij 1705 
. i} 1705. 
BS The which day the ballies and coun- 
2 viz, W iliam Borthwick, &c. (thirteen 
P ent) being conveened, the said ballie 
ae % raves to tae counsell, that one the 
geen Guy of Mai) instant, the Erle of 
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ble, was also one. of those unhappy 
persons delated by this Mortoun. 
There was another crime, however, 
imputed to this woman of a not less 
extraordinary description. Beatrix 
Layng, who seems to have been Sa- 
tan’s chief’ minister in those parts, 
happened to quarrel with one Alex- 
ander Macgregor, a fisherman—about 
what we are not told—and forthwith 
the Devil in person, with this Janet 
Cornfoot, and ‘ several others in com- 
any,” set upon poor Macgregor in 
his eat Sith the Paeaiduatintent of 
murdering him in his sleep. Mac- 
gregor, however, ayalne in good 
time, and wrestling manfully, his in- 
fernal majesty was glad to beat a re- 
treat with his baffled troops. The 
truth of the thing could not possibly 
he called in question, for it was con- 
fessed by two of the hags who had as- 
sisted on the occasion ; * and at last, 
it would appear, by Cornfoot herself 
also. ‘This poor woman, of course, 
retracted her confession to some gen-= 
tlemen whom curiosity had induced 
to visit her in prison, but begged 
them ‘for Christ’s sake not to tell 
that she had done so, else she would 
be murdered.” T 
She was murdered nevertheless; and 
with circumstances of such almost in- 
credible barbarity, that we shall give 
the account in the words of the writer 
Pelerriory) Rae te a 
Bellcarres and Lord Anstruther, two of her 
Matis most hono’ Privie Counsell, being 
commissionat to mect here this day for 
takeing further triall of the murther of 
Janet Cornfoot, who confest herself guiltie 
of witchcraft, and anent the way 0 the 
townes procedure agit Beatrix Laying, 
and others, accused for that cryme, 
the saids Lords requyred that the baillies 
and wliole toune counsell should engage 17 
a bond to protect the said Beatrix Laying 


agt any rabble should assault her. Which 
they unanimously refused to doe, in respect 
d in the night with- 


she may be murthere 
out their knowledge, and the penalty of 
the bond being fyve hundreth merks, they 
would be obliged to pay it. ‘The said bal- 
lie also informed the counsell, that these 
J.ords of the Committee of Counsell were 
to meet here on Saturday nixt, and it was 
concluded, that the ballie and some 0 
toune counsell should attend them. 

* A Just Reproof to the False Reports, 


&c. p. 7. 

Gf adniote of an horrid and barbarous 
murder, in a Letter from & gentlersn in 
Fife to a friend in Edinburgh, Feb, 9; 
1708. ) 
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to whom we have just referred. he 
woman had escaped from prison, as it 
would appear, by the connivance of 
the minister, who, atter the attention 
that begin to be paid to her case by 
persons of rank and influence, seems 
to have lost all hope of bringing her 
to the stake, and was, probably, glad 
to get rid of her. She was appre- 
fended, however, and sent back to 
Pittenweem by another active clergy- 
mm in the neighbourhood, in the 
custedy of two men,-who carried her 
AS i Matter of course to the minister 
In whose person the offices of priest 
and king appear to have been hurmo- 
mously conbined throughout all these 
proceedings. But the clergyman had 
vothing to say to her; he was not 
concerned, he told the rabble; and 
ey might do what they pleased with 


-_ 


Ce WIN 
. _ hey took encouragement frorea 
“Us, says the Fife gentleman, “ to 
ei upon the peor woman, those of 
they a a’ en 
eee ae ¥ tell upon the 
poor creature immediately, und beat 
‘ey wnercifully, tying her so hard 
with vu rope, that she was almost 
Strangled ; they dragged ber through 
aS streets, und alongst the shore by 
oh heels. A bailie hearing ofa rab- 
None caine out upon 
vl Whech ade then. immediately 
tUsappear, Butthemavistrates, though 
Yhet together, not taking care to put 
her into eless custody, tor her safety 
the rabble eathered avnin inmediate- 
ly, und stretched a rope Bancicers 
ship and the shoar, toa sreat elt, 
Ap ay shoar, toa ereat heiehe 
to which they tied her” tust - ater 
which they swinged her to and to 
trom one side to mother, in the 
Meantine throwing stones at h 
all corners, : 
A hen they 
Mushity swing threw her upon the 
at sinds ; all about being ready 
= is me time to recel ve her with 
stones and staves, with which they 
beat her most crucily. | 
mM the time of her mother's awony 
though she knew of it, durst not ail- 
Yentttre to appear, lest the rabble had 
used her after the samc imanner, be- 
ng ina house in great voneern and 
terror, out of natural affection for ler 
nother, ‘hey laid a heavy door up- 
on her, with which they prest her so 
Sore, that she cried out to let her up 
fer Christ's sake, and she would tell 
VOd ad 


cr trom 


until they were weary. 
loosed her, and with a 


Her diughter 
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the truth. But when they did let her 
up, What she said could not satisty 
thein, and therefore they again laid 
on the door, and with a heavy werzht 
of stones on it, prest her to death. 
And to be sure it was so, they called 
aaian with a horse and a sledge, and 
made him drive over her corp  back- 
ward and torward several — times. 
When they were sure she wes kil- 
led outright, they dragged her miser- 
able ctreass to Nicolas Lowsou’s house, 
where they first found her. 

Phere was a motion made to treat 
Nicolas Lowson (mother witch) atier 
the sume manner iminediately ; but 
some oft them being wearicd with 
three hours’ sport, as they called it, 
said, « It would be better to delay her 
for another day's divertisement 3° and. 
so they all went of h” 

Vo the disgrace of the country, the 
rabble, who had been so easily dis- 
persed by the magistrates before, lo 
hot appear to have experienced any: 
interruption in this protracted mur- 
der, which was perpetrated on the 
30th January 1703, in one of the inmost 
civilized counties of Scotiend, and 
within a few hours’ distance of the 
Inetropolis, But this was an cnor- 
Mity which it was impossible for a 
well regulated governmicnt to overlook. 
The Privy Council had lent a deaf 
ear, as we have seen, to two cts Ui 
commissioners from this priest-ridden 
junto, who do not wppear to have been 
by the presbyter, Un 
t general Agsenil- 
this very plam 
nough ter 
present 
Operate 


supported cither 
the commission of the ¢ 
bly of the kirk; but t 
hint was still not phan ¢ 
their comprehension. On the 
oceasion, if was necessary tO : 
upon their perverted. intellects by cl 
more definite expression Ol disappro- 
bation. Besides this, Alrs M ae 2 
acitch of the better order, about f ie 
tine commenced an action HES 
these magistrates for wrongous By a 
somment. “Lhese proots i ee nion 
ble improvement Wi public sie ie 
to have pau an ene [0 | a 
old worlen in vat 
4g Appears frou the 
petluon ot Bot 

fore 
seliet 


Pie 


scan | 
en] persecution oft 
Girter, thous), | 
order made wpe ihe 
irix Juayug mm 
merly referred t 
hy othe eNistence 


| “Tyee PREP 3 wads 
tullow an Dont correspond ~ ih 
(ines QL ss ! 


: yitents rranseriled Larne 

set AD? i “OCCUELE BED 
on iad recore ire {ee 
origi 


Nav thereaiter, 
yet to the 
of Ww muclics- 


ot wich the title 
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is. and 
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of the Privy Council do not seem to 
have been carried further. The re- 
port of the cominittee represents the 
murder as of a less atrocious character 
than the account of it we have taken 
trom the letter of the gentleman of 
Fife, though the two wre by no means 
Inconsistent with each other. 


© Approbation of the Report of the 
Commitee anent the Murder att Pit- 
feniuecm. 
At dine. Feh. 15, 1705. 
The Lords of her Majesti:’s Pri- 
vy Counsell dee heirby nominat end 
appoynt the Earles of Rethes and 
Hadtigtown, Lerds Yester, Advoest, 
aid Enstruther, to be a committic to 
Inquyre into the murder committed 
Upon a waenan in Pittenweem, as sus- 
Dect of witeheraft, and recommends 
to the said committee to meet te-mer- 
row at twelve o'clock, in the midd-day, 
aid call tor Baillie Couts, da Pitten- 
weem, end know at him, why he suf: 
fered the said murder to be cemit- 
ted, and did not keep the publict peace 
In the place, and appeynts the solici- 
tors to cite the resi of the Magistrates 
of the sid burgh ef Pittonweem, to 
appear hetore the seid committee and 
ansucr to what shall be laid to their 
charge, for their not keeping the peace 
of the place, as said js, and deciares 
av three of the said) commitice a 
quorum, and to report. 


e Report upthe Commilter a pointed to 
wnunuure after the Marder ceanmitted 
ai Pittenacem. 

“ At Edinburgh, sederunt the Earle 
of Rethes, the Ford Yoster, the Lord 
Enstruther, and her Minesties Advocat. 
The baillies compeanne, and having 
fiven ina sub information of the 
Matter Gf tact, with the double of the 
Precogmiiion taken by them enent the 
Murder of Janes Comfoot, they find 
that the said Janet was brought from 
the parish of Lewehars by two men, 
to the Lown of Pittemweurn, upon the 
thretticth of Jan last, about six 
aclonk at mene: thet the men browsht 
her yst to the minister, after she had 
stayed a little in a private house of' 
the town; and that the minister be- 
ine for the time at Baillie Cook’s 
house, she wes brought hetore Baillie 
Cook's door, but not immediately se- 
eured ati she ought to have been : 
That when the officer, Petor Lanes, 
after a ditile tame, was found, and sent 
fo secure her, the rable was up, and 
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that they deforced the officer, and 
made him flee: ‘That the officer went 
to the other two baillies and ott their 
verbal orders, but they concerned 
themselves no further: That when 
Baillie Cook heard of the rable, he 
same out himself and dispersed them, 
and rescued the poor woman, but 
found her almost helte dead, lying 
within the see-mark: That she being 
in that condition, Baillie Cook did 
not order her to prison, but ordained 
the officer and four men to take her 
to a private house: That they car- 
ried her to Nicolas Lawson's, other 
houses being unwilling to receive her: 
That before Nicolas Lawson's door 
she was) again assaulted, cast down, 
md murdered. And that it appears 
the principal actors wer Robert Dal- 
ziell, a skipper’s sen, Walter Watson, 
in Bruntisland, and one Groundwater, 
an Orkney man; all three fled.” 
While these active magistrates dis- 
played so much Jandable anxiety te 
expel the ercat enemy of mankind and 
his associates from their jurisdiction, 
it was not to be expected that they 
should look with horror on the in- 
struments by which their object 
was in some degree accomplished. 
The end was probably thought holy 
enough to sanctify the means, how- 
ever irrecular. It does not appear 
that a single individual was ever 
brought to trial for the “ three hours 
sport” of the rabble who murdered 
Janet Cornfoot. Before the bavies 
made their appearance m presence of 
the committee of the Privy Council, 
they had contrived, indcved, tonmprison 
some of the murderers, but according 
to the writer of the letter to a noble- 
man, already quoted, ‘ they were Not 
lone from the town, when the mimi- 
ster set them at Hberty,” 8s itis allesed, 
by virtue of am erder irom iMese Wie 
eistrates themselves. 
~The enly aman accused by Mortoun 
was one Thomas Brown, who died mw 
prison, “ after a great deal of jainger 
and hardship; and his remains, 4s 
well as those of Jsaiet Cornmtoot, were 
denied Christian burial. 7 
We have srid somuch of the Pit- 
tenweem witches, not because the 
evidence meninst them, if Mortouns 
pretended fits could deserve such 2 
thome. or the murder af two of them, 
are circumstances im themselves re~ 
ynarkable. Tlundreds were brows 


tite 


to the stake in Scotland diame the 


1817.] 


seventeenth century, on no. better 
grounds, But what is worthy of par- 
ticular notice in their case, is the vi- 
sible conflict between statute-law sup- 
ported by the obstinate credulity of 
the lower classes, on theone hand,—and 
the dawvn of a purer day which was 
then rising upon our rulers, and had 
already bezun to dispel the illusions of 
the most detestable fhnaticism, on the 
other, Wet it is a Melincholy thing 
to reflect how lony the night had last- 
ed, and how deep liad been its dark- 
Ness 5 Nor is it less lamentible to pur 
ceive how ineftectually the influence 
of true religion and of svicuce is op- 
Posed, in our own days, to the invete- 
mute credulity of a large proportion of 
our countrymen. 


ee ee ee 


ACCOUNT OF DAVID RITCHIE, THE 


ORIGINAL OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


Dur singular person of whose real 
history and condition we now propose 
rently ceeds batticalans, has al- 

tay exerted the curiosity and con- 
tributed to the entertainment of the 
Public in no ordinary depres, under 
the fictitious character of the Biuack 
0 WAP. OF Ritchie’s being the real 
brototyne OF that wervellous rmisan- 
STOP, We do not profess to enteriain 
Even the shadow of a doabt. Under 
that View he has heen already de- 
scribed, evidentiy from high nubhori- 
Ys In the (Quarterly Keview—and ale 
Soin ihe MNdtuhureh Alonthly Ataee— 
“NO tor Fine, rh 


; by iheorrespondent why 
bos since 


: COUMMUM Cited TO US sone 
Murthy curious anc weilaacheutionted 
Mitorination, which coreoborates 10) 0 
Herat dais) taoner aecount, ch 


" and whieh. 
UW rey Puerbhus froma ober ; 
Mntsteos us ro 


Preset Ou renders wii) 
Stee iui 
thie holla vwiae cletujte 
David Ritchie, 
Bowed j 


SUOUrces > 


commonly eatlod 
Mavio. Was baru boaster d lane 
Prev, In the parish or Stoho, bts. 
shire, shout the your }7 io. ite 
Ther, Willan Rirchie, eavhourates dian, 
Was cmptoyed for HUY Vat the 
Shoti- Quarries ar tial plice, ws Wit 
also One OF Tis sons, whe was older 
thea Phtvik Phe dane of cur Hero’e 
Morer was Naver.  laavid used to 
Say, cbatt deforinity was owl 
to Ceeudias th his chitdhoud : bar 
this Wars not ercadited, and le ois wie 
derstood to have been miis-shepen 
from his birth. Whether fis pect 
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Hits 


Orginal of the Black Dwarf. 
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liar temper arose entirely from ihis 
cause or from original disposition, it 
appears at Ivast to have displayed it- 
sulfat a very carly-aze ; aud his fa- 
ther used to observe, that “ he was 
born either to slay or be slain.” He 
Was never more than a few months at 
school, but he had learned to read 
Kneglish very well. He was sent to 
Edinburzh when young to Icarn the 
trade of a brush-meker ; but tus ex- 
traordinary Hyure attracted so much 
notice, that he soon lett this city mn 
dissust, and retired to his uative Diss. 

Flow he sulssisted on his return to 
the country we have net heard, tat 
some time afterwards, probably on he 
deuth of Iis father, dhe attracted the 
notice of Sir James Nasmyti aud 
being now setticd im the parish oi 
Manor, he formed the plan ot crect+ 
Ine oa cottuwe fur tase on the 
erounds of that gaitlanse, whose 
permission he seeins to fave readily 
obteined. He tixed upuir 2 Spot OF 
erouml at the bottom oF a steep bank 
on the finn of Woodhouse. ‘lhe he- 
Hevolent proprietor directed his ser 
veats to lend lin what assistance he 
Iniehs require, aud pave hin ene 
sion of the ground rent-free. suc 
dwarf required but little assistuiee, 
With incredible Iduour and porsever- 
ance, he tirst chared the space (0 
armel a simall gare 
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occupied by fis Hut 
ce ope hed purpose ! 
dem; scoupag out for Caet pur) ah 

,. sie - . ae hoes sl 
are recess in the side of Gie Te, 
fhe UES a ee » 
whien. rising abrapdy, rornled on Uie 
one sue x natural widl to the anes 
ie 1S metas [DY 
of it was inetosed pert! 'y 
considerve deni, suite 
cunsiduraing beneat, 
wie, vecupaie~ 
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hiaviary cove red! Gis | 
sie ' : awe path dha Pere 
tharcheroef, ind Conse TCS 
H Taeoy ' ‘en 
door. mid a dove rid, ean a 
old fremimure, He preceesnt renin 
fae . Fs Gr ee eee iq wipe ue 
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COSTE Te 8 3 7 
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